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IF YOU GO ...
WHAT: Avifauna: Birds + Habitat

WHERE: Wave Hill, West 249th Street and
Independence Avenue

WHEN: Through June 24

COST: Free

Flights of fancy
Eleven artists bring their vision of the avian world to Wave Hill’s Glyndor Gallery

Posted May 25, 2018

By TIFFANY MOUSTAKAS

With birds flying in and out of Wave Hill daily, it’s no surprise
they’ve landed a new place to temporarily call home — Glyndor
Gallery.

“Avifauna: Birds + Habitat” is the newest exhibition at Wave Hill’s
gallery, celebrating and exploring birds and how they interact with
their habitats. The show features 11 contemporary artists using
various media, from digital painting to film, to do a deep dive into
the world of birds. 

It’s on display through June 24.

“Birds are an important part of the experience of Wave Hill,” said
Martha Gellens, the public garden’s spokeswoman. 

During the year, Wave Hill hosts monthly bird walks where people
can catch a glimpse of at least one of the 120 species inhabiting
the Hudson River and the garden. Last fall, it also hosted “Wings
Over Wave Hill,” where visitors were able to get a closer look at
owls, falcons and hawks.

With “Avifauna: Birds + Habitat,” there’s room for lots of indoor
bird exploration. One of the artists, Marna Chester, used natural materials from Wave Hill’s grounds to
construct frames for her handcrafted sculpture bald eagles. 

Eagle eyes

Chester’s work takes a look at the difference between what a natural habitat looks like versus migration,
something she demonstrates by placing one bald eagle looking away from one of Glyndor Gallery’s windows,
and the other facing another window. 

Placement of an artist’s work is always a team effort between the artist and the gallery team, according to
Eileen Jeng Lynch, Glyndor Gallery’s curator.

“We generally give them an idea (of) where their work will be,” she said, “and then they have room to play with
how they actually want it installed.”

Others artists, like Jenna Spevack and Jeff Mertz, took more of an interdisciplinary approach to their bird work.
Spevack’s “Wind on the Wing” uses the 12 pinwheels installed outside of Glyndor Gallery to provide audio of
commonly heard Bronx birds. 

“The speed of the wind actually determines what image you see in the projection,” Lynch said.

Meanwhile, Mertz uses the power of film in his piece, “In Your Land,” to produce close-ups of different birds
around New York City, taking a look at the relationship between them and their surroundings. A musical score
composed specifically for “In Your Land” accompanies the visuals. 

An app for that

On the side of the installation, Wave Hill visitors can also use an iPad app that allows them to learn more about
each bird species featured.

The additional touches of Spevack and Mertz’s works helps heighten the experience for people who want to
familiarize themselves with different bird species, Lynch said.

“I think it adds an interactive component for people,” she said. “They can put on the headphones to listen” to
the bird audio, and “find out more information at their own pace.”

It’s taught Lynch a lot, too. Since putting the exhibit together, she’s learned quite a bit more about different
bird species.

“Even listening to different songs, I’m starting to pick up which bird is” which, Lynch said. 

The exhibit has been a way to get a realistic look at appreciating birds, Gellens said, but also realizing the
effects global warming has on their habitats.

“When I walk through the show, I experience a range of emotions,” she said. “There’s a source of great beauty,
there’s a lot of humor, there’s a poignancy because you learn just what risk we’re putting them at, and a greater
appreciation for the ecology of our landscapes, which attracts so many birds.”

For the birders

Since the exhibition’s opening April 7, Lynch said the show has attracted a number of visitors, particularly
those who really, really like (and study) birds.

“There are a lot of enthusiasts around here,” she said. “So for them to come in from outside and see these
artworks in the show has been a really positive response.”

The exhibition, Gellens added, also is an opportunity for children to get interested in birds.

“It’s great to have a show where they can come in and be fascinated and amused by what they find,” she said.

With almost a month left before “‘Avifauna: Birds + Habitat” closes, Lynch wants visitors to know that an entire
education on birds is waiting for them in each room of Glyndor Gallery.

“I hope that they’ll learn more about birds and their habitats and how many different species are out there
actually inhabiting around there, and how human behaviors in the environment have affected birds as well,”
Lynch said. “There are various lessons to (be) learned within each door.”
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OTHER ITEMS THAT MAY INTEREST YOU

Tanya Chaly's drawings of birds evoke 19th-century images of the natural aviators. Her work is on view in Wave Hill's new exhibition, 'Avifauna:
Birds + Habitat.'
JULIUS CONSTANTINE MOTAL

0 Comments Sort by 

This thread is closed

Facebook Comments Plugin

Newest

A dozen artists, a
massive river, a new
kind of gallery

Webinar shares safe,
healthy senior living

Brother Ralph proves
there’s angels among
us

Riverdale Country
School senior shares
power of words

ADVANCED SEARCH

FREE PANEL DISCUSSION

Webinar shares
safe, healthy
senior living

Winter is coming, and it’s making no secret
of its arrival as the days get colder and
colder. The coronavirus pandemic has made
staying inside the norm for many people —
especially senior citizens. But how can our
older and wiser population stay healthy and
happy this time of year?
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One could say former @NHL official Jim 
Breidenbach is forever a hockey player at heart ... 
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Virus is no match
for Bronx
‘machine’
It’s been made clear

there is a correlation between healthy eating
and success in education for kids. And that’s
exactly what fuels Stephen Ritz, a long-time
educator from Riverdale who wants to
transform society into small, resilient
communities.

Riverdale Press
48 minutes ago

Some things in life are always constant,
no matter what reality tries to throw at it.
Like the coronavirus.
Jim Breidenbach in particular knows how
to stay positive amidst a crisis, and
because of that, he stays true to the
constant fixtures in life worth living for. At
73, Breidenbach does his best to keep
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